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Seegert (US 5937625) in view of Streicher (US 4310997) . The 
examiner is requested to reconsider these rejections. 

Claim 1 states that the draft rod is movably connected between 
the deck and the portion of the frame to limit upward vertical 
movement of the deck relative to the frame to a predetermined 
upper stop location. In Seegert the draft rod 34 merely 
limits downward vertical movement. There is no disclosure or 
suggestion in Seegert of the draft rod 34 being used to limit 
upward vertical movement. The features of claim 1 are not 
disclosed or suggested in the art of record. Therefore, claim 
1 is patentable and should be allowed. Likewise, dependent 
claims 2-9 are patentable and should be allowed. 

Claim 10 states the lawn mower comprises the mounting section 
of the deck having a limiter for limiting downward rotation of 
the limiting bar. In Seegert, the rod 34 is clearly free to 
rotate downward relative to the deck 14 without any 
limitation. Streicher discloses a pair of support arms 70 and 
two hitch arms 80. when the lift rods 88 are raised (see col. 
3, lines 52-65) the hitch arms 80 are contacted by the surface 
plates 72 of the support arms 70 to stop upward pivotal 
movement. There is no disclosure or suggestion in Streicher 
of the support arms 70 limiting downward rotation of the two 
hitch arms 80. Thus, even if the teachings of Streicher are 
combined with Seegert, the features of claim 10 are still not 
disclosed or suggested. The features of claim 10 are not 
disclosed or suggested in the cited art. Therefore, claim 10 
is patentable and should be allowed. Claims 11-18, dependent 
upon claim 10, are likewise patentable and should be allowed. 
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Claim 19 states that the limiting bar comprises a stop surface 
located between the deck and the frame for limiting 
longitudinal movement of the bar through the hole in the 
frame, Seegert shows the rod 34 having enlarged loop section 
at 36 (see Pig. 3). However, as can be seen in Fig, 1 and 2, 
the enlarged loop section will not come near the structural 
member 4 6 (see Fig. 5) - If it did, the belt 2 0 would become 
too loose for the lawn mower to work. There is no disclosure 
or suggestion (except after reading the present patent 
application) of a limiting bar comprises a stop surface 
located between the deck and the frame for limiting 
longitudinal movement of the bar through the hole in the 
frame. The features of claim 19 are not disclosed or 
suggested in the art of record. Therefore, claim 19 is 
patentable and should be allowed. Dependent claim 20 is also 
patentable and should be allowed. 

For all of the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted 
that all of the claims now present in the application are 
clearly novel and patentable over the prior art of record. 
Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and allowance is 
respectfully requested. Should any unresolved issue remain, 
the Examiner is invited to call Applicant's Attorney at the 
telephone number indicated below. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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4 Research Drive 
Shelton, CT 06484-6212 
203-925-9400 
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Appendix 

Application No.: 09/934,860 

Marked Up Specification Replacement Paragraph(s) 

Page 8, line 3 0 - Page 9, line 22: 

The present invention provides an upward direction deck 
stop limit er feature for the deck 2 0 without having to 
add additional components. Unlike the prior art which 
had to add additional components to prevent the deck from 
hitting the engine pulley, the present invention uses 
redesigned existing components to [provided] provide this 
upward direction deck stop limiter feature. More 
specifically, in the embodiment shown, the draft rod 
mounting section on the deck has been redesigned to 
include a downward rotational limiter (i.e., the tab 68) 
to limit downward rotation of the draft rod relative to 
the deck in direction E. The embodiment shown also has a 
redesigned draft rod with an longitudinal movement 
limiter (i.e., the enlarged section 46) for limiting the 
longitudinal movement of the draft rod through the hole 
62 in the member 60 in direction C. Therefore, with the 
redesigned draft rod 40 and draft rod mounting section 64 
on the deck 20 , there is no longer a need for additional 
components to be attached to the frame for limiting 
upward vertical movement of the deck. This feature is 
accomplished by the new redesigned draft rods and 
redesigned draft rod mounting sections on the deck. The 
reduction in the number of parts decreases cost 
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associated with the manufacture of those parts, their 
storage, and their assembly with the lawn mower. 
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Amendment 

Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed 8/20/2002 
(Paper No- 2) in regard to the above - i dent i f i ed patent 
application. Please amend the Application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION? 

Please delete the paragraph (eO starting on page 8, ii n © 30 
through page 9 , line 22 and replace with the followijog 
replacement paragraph (o) : 

The present invention provides an upward direction deok 
etop Umiter feature for the deck 2 0 without having to 
add additional components . Unlike the prior art which 
had to add additional components to prevent the dock: from 
hitting the engine pulley, the present invention uses 
redesigned existing component© to provide this upward 
direction deck etop limiter feature* More specifically, 
in the embodiment shown, the draft rod mounting section 
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Tbi* is la va«ponae to the ©fcito Action mailed a/^o/aooa 
(paper No. 3) ia regard " th« abovw*ia>nti*ied; patent 
application, Pieaoe omemd the Application as follow): 

PT THE SPSCIFIdTION: 

Please delete tfc© paragrapMo) scarting on page e, line SO 
through B*se s, line 22 and. replace with the following 
rapXacomenc p&ragtapn (o) £ 

Xb* present invention provides an upward direction dec* 
gtop limitcr featuxo for tbe dec* ao without havlrtg to 
add additional components. tMlifca the prior are wfcicH 
had co add additional cotnponAiiza to prevent the dock from 
hitting ehc engine pulloy, tfie pro* ant invention uses 
radon igu«a exiacins coinpcnenca to provide thio upward 
direction deck atop limltcr feature. «$ra apccifioolly, 
in tbe etubodinaat shown, tha draft rod mouaticg section 
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